
   Course Information Sheet  
          
	Course title: MA Cultural Astronomy and Astrology

	Contact email: n.campion@uwtsd.ac.uk
	Web page: http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/ma-cultural-astronomy-astrology/


	Country and Venue: 
	Fee:

	Start date:  Oct or Feb 
	End date: Depending start date
	Day(s)/time(s): Ongoing

	Number of sessions: 
	Hours per session: 1800 hours of course work in total
	Level: 7 (MA)

	Title of qualification to be gained (if any):  MA

	Awarding body (if any): University of WalesTrinity Saint David

	Essential materials: Varies depending on module

	

	Course aims (Max. 20 words):
To critically study the cultural uses and interpretations of astronomical phenomena.

To complete original research into the the cultural uses and interpretations of astronomical phenomena.


	

	Course description (Max. 30 words):
The course explores the human relationship with the sky and cosmos through erspectives drawn from the Humanities (History, Anthropology, Sociology, Study of Religions, Philosophy and Archaeology). It crosses cultures and time-periods from ancient to modern east to west and old world to new world.


	

	Any prior knowledge or entry requirements? Entry to the MA: a good BA (2/1 in the UK system)  in the Humanities or Social Sciences. Applicants with lesser qualifications, qualifications in other subject areas, or experience but no qualificatyion, may be considered for either a Postgreaduate Certificate (3 modules) or Postgraduate Diploma (6 modules), progressing to MA on successful completion. 

	

	Course content: what topics will the course cover? (Max. 100 words)
Information

Definitions of cosmology, astronomy and astrology

Foundations in classical philosophy

Modernism and postmodernism as contemporary philosophical frameworks

History of astrology in the west and other cultures

Astronomy in relation to religion, the arts and psychology

Theories and uses of magic, fate, divination and ritual

Concepts of sacred space

Skills

Qualitative methodologies, including interview technique, reflexivity and phenomenology

Analysing textual and visual primary sources

Measurement and interpretation of astronomical alignments of landscape and monumental features. 

Writing skills



	

	Teaching, learning and assessment methods: tick those to be used (

	Distance Learning
	(
	Discussion
	(
	Group work
	
	Individual work
	(

	Project work
	(
	Research
	(
	Role play
	
	Written work
	(

	Question and answer
	
	Activity outside class time
	(
	Observation
	(
	Practical work
	(

	Presentation
	(
	Field trip
	(
	Other (state)



	

	How will I receive feedback on my learning progress and achievement? (Max. 30 words).
Detailed written comments plus optional skype session


	

	Learning outcomes. By the end of the course, students should be able to:

	· Critically assess claims concerning the cultural uses and interpretations of astronomical phenomena
· Conduct original research concerning the cultural uses and interpretations of astronomical phenomena.
· Communicate the results of research with both specialist and general audiences.


	

	Reading and information sources (Max. four references):
Campion, Nicholas, A History of Western Astrology, 2 Vols (London: Bloomsbury/Continuum, 2008, 2009)

Eagleton, Terry, The Idea of Culture, Oxford: Blackwell, 2000.

Ruggles, Clive, ed., Handbook of Archaeoastronomy and Ethnoastronomy, Berlin: Springer-Verlag, 2013.
Silva, Fabio and Nicholas Campion (eds), Skyscapes – The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology (Oxford: Oxbow, 2015).


	

	Suggestions for progression to further study or for using the skills and knowledge gained:
PhD, or employment in heritage,tourism, education.


	

	Please indicate recent past or anticipated number of enrolments on this course:
Student numbers fluctuate between 50 and 70, mainly part-time, equivalent to 10-12 Full Time (FTE)
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